DOCUMENTS, AND TJIKW SCIKN'TIKIC
EXAMINATION.
CHAPTER   I.
PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION:    APPARATUS.
TuM term <( document" as used in this book signifies
an object upon which diameters have been written,
drawn, or printed, and which is of such dimensions
that it can be produced in court as an exhibit. The
examination of documents may thus include writing
or printing upon paper, wood, or any other material,
marking upon linen, or the accidental imprints of a
finger upon the pages of a book. As subsidiary to the
examination of the object itself, it is frequenlly necessary
to take into consideration the instruments or materials
with which the characters may have been produced,
and to be familiar with the composition of inks and
pencil pigments, and the structure of pen nibs and metal
type.
In the majority of cases documents submitted for
scientific examination have a. basis of [taper, arid,
although instances where other mat.eria.ls have been
used are referred to in these pages, most of the methods
and results described are concerned with the more
common type of material.